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Who Do You Drive For?

“LEM 0130. Really, the number signifies
nothing. It’s not my father-in-law’s badge
number from Lynden PD. It isn't his
volunteer firefighter number. It isn’t his
Border Patrol badge number. Its just an
assigned number from the DMV.
But if you look at closer, LEM 0130 tells
a bigger story.
Look at where it says “1099 Foundation”.
This plate was from the beginning, way
back in 2005. I had been married to my
husband, Dave, for only 2 years in ‘05.
The plate numbers were assigned on a
first come first serve basis. There were
only 129 plates ordered before LEM
0130. You couldn’t order personalized
plates back then. So, 0130 became my
number. His dad, Patrolman Jack “Griff”
Martin, had served his last day on the job
and on earth on August 9th, 1988. I have
read the police report of his murder. I
have looked at lots of family photos and
heard many stories of my father-in-law.
But I never got to meet him. I have never
heard his voice. I will never know what
ticks my husband has because of his
dad. But yet, this mystery man is central
to Dave’s past and future, which makes
him part of my present.
LEM 0130. Look again at the picture.

Congratulations to Glenn
for being our January
Coffee Challenge Winner!
This month our social media
followers were asked to share with
us the book they recommend most
to other law enforcement
families/friends.
Our winner recommended:
"The Body Keeps the Score:
Brain, Mind, and Body in the
Healing of Trauma"
by Bessel van der Kolk M.D.
This is in addition to the podcast
and book recommendation on the

There is a big rip starting at the top of
the license plate. The plates were all I
kept from my car less than a year after
attaching LEM 0130. An uninsured and
no license driver totaled that car. But
LEM 0130 stayed alive, becoming part of
my subsequent vehicles. The rear plate
had built up a tag pile so deep I finally
had to scrape it off last November. The
plates are cracked, bent, and weathered.
But LEM 0130 started something for me.
These plates started my relationship with
Griff. As I type this, I look across the
room to his picture on the wall. He’s
smiling a smile I will never see in person
on earth. But LEM 0130 is the
handshake between me and Griff. It's my
way to keep his legacy alive for my
husband, kids, and grandkids. And for
me. Afterall, though I never had a
chance to get to know Griff alive, he
gave me my hubby!
LEM 0130 will be with me until there is
no way to keep it on a rig anymore.
Ripped, cracked, fading, it built my
relationship with a man I never met.
-TJ Martin
Mom/Nana
Learn more HERE about how you can
“Drive Your Support” and purchase a
Law Enforcement Memorial License
Plate.
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Jack G. Martin
Lynden Police Department
EOW: 08/09/1988

Save the Date

Foundation website. Pour yourself a
cup of coffee or tea and check it out
HERE!

Jayme Biendl
Memorial 5K Walk/Run
Event Photos

The Washington State
Law Enforcement Memorial
Ball and Auction
Saturday, April 9, 2022
Tickets, Hotel Booking Information
and more will be coming soon

Fun With The Fuzz 5k
Bellingham, WA
April 14-30, 2022
Virtual Race
Cost $20.00
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Register HERE

New Classes, Trainings and Events
presented by Behind the Badge Foundation

Have you visited the Behind the Badge Foundation website lately?
There are new classes, trainings and events posted on our Calendar page!
Police Suicide: Know the Warning Signs
Note: this class will also be offered in Spokane and Vancouver in 2022
Line of Duty Death – Law Enforcement Executive Training
A Chief’s/Sheriff’s Guide to Responding to a Line of Duty Death
Dates coming soon for
Critical Incident Stress Management (CISM)
www.behindthebadgefoundation.org







