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A Personal Letter from Gayle...

How do I write the announcement of my
retirement when I never set out to have a
‘job’ to begin with? On March 22, 1993,
my husband Steve died in the line of
duty. I naively began a journey. This
journey knew it was just a matter of time
before the next police officer paid the
ultimate price. Nothing was in place in
the state of Washington to care for
families or law enforcement agencies
when they suffered the loss of their
own. Did I know this truth?
I hadn’t a clue. I just knew it was
important we try to make a difference in
that next family’s life; for all police
officers who lost their friends too soon.
Surely this outreach had to be as simple
as a phone call, as simple as shared
tears and laughter, of providing trauma
training, right? I may not have known
what I was doing, but as in anything
worth doing, it only required a first step.
The best things in life have organic
beginnings leading to friendship, with
open doors to strong leadership, in order
to get sustainable work done.
Those who know me well know I love
J.R.R. Tolkien’s “Lord of the Rings’
trilogy. One quote, in particular, sums up
my 27-year journey doing this most
humbling work. It comes from “The Lord

of the Rings”:
“Frodo: I wish the Ring had never come
to me. I wish none of this had happened.
Gandalf: So do all who live to see such
times, but that is not for them to decide.
ALL WE HAVE TO DECIDE IS WHAT
TO DO WITH THE TIME THAT IS
GIVEN TO US.”
I resonate with Frodo’s wish. I wish my
“Ring” was never given to me, either. I
couldn’t bring Steve back or ease the
heartache for my children and Steve’s
family. But I had time. I had
stubbornness and tenacity down to a
science. I didn’t listen to people who
asked me when I was going to move on
or who let me know what I was doing
wasn’t healthy for me. I just thought,
“who are you to tell me what I should
do?” I have a good brain and incredible
discernment that’s steered me true time
and again. My husband, Randy, (I’ve
remarried) has been my fiercest
advocate and supports the work I’ve
done these many years. I’ve had the
mentorship of a phenomenal Board of
Directors. Family is not defined solely by
blood - I own the rarest of gifts in my
teammates and our shared bond that
defies description.
The work we’ve done over 27 years has
accomplished much for law
enforcement/families. It’s been done by
hundreds of people. We’ve ALL
accomplished much together.
And so. “Don't adventures ever have an
end? I suppose not. SOMEONE ELSE
ALWAYS HAS TO CARRY ON THE
STORY. (Bilbo Baggins; J.R.R. Tolkien,
The Fellowship of the Ring)
Adventures do come to an end. There is
a rightness to that. New leadership. New
blood. New creativity. The adventure will
be led by others and the story will carry
on. My part of the story doesn’t
necessarily end, though. I will continue to
show up, to have fun, to treasure the
friends I’ve made. I will continue to
speak because we should never be
silent on matters worth fighting for.
To all I’ve been blessed to know and
carry in my heart, you mean the world to
me.
….with enduring Love, Gayle

Behind the Badge Foundation would like to
personally invite you to the...
Law Enforcement Family Network Conference
October 1-3, 2021
at the beautiful Semiahmoo Resort in Blaine, WA
3 Days of Connections and Learning
for officers and their adult family
members
This wellness weekend is provided by Behind the
Badge Foundation at no training cost to participants.
*Lodging is paid for by participants


SURPRISE!!
Since you chose to subscribe to our
newsletter, you have the opportunity to
be the first to register for the weekend
and book your hotel room!
Beat the rush and register now!
Click HERE to register and book your
accommodations

www.behindthebadgefoundation.org







