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As early as 1995, the Washington
State Law Enforcement Memorial
Foundation (now known as the
Behind the Badge Foundation) was
determined to build a Law
Enforcement Memorial on the State
Capitol campus to honor our fallen
heroes. But…how to pay for the
memorial and its ongoing
maintenance?
The Foundation was interested in
both a steady source of income and
a constant reminder of the
sacrifices of law enforcement. The
idea of an LEM state license plate
was raised. Unfortunately, “special”
license plates were not popular with
the legislature or the state patrol at
that time. Once the support of the
state patrol was secured, the
legislature agreed to reconsider
issuing special plates if there was a
definitive show of public support.
Foundation volunteers quickly
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mounted a campaign to collect
2,000 signatures of citizens who
would buy the plate. These grass
roots efforts were prominent at
Husky, Cougar & Seahawks
games, and other public venues
where they attracted lots of
attention to the cause. In short
order, the campaign was a
success. In its next session, the
legislature passed a bill authorizing
more special plates. The LEM
plates were issued in January
2005. The LEM Memorial on the
Capitol Campus was dedicated in
May 2006.
Today when we see more than
10,000 LEM plates around the
state, we smile with the knowledge
that $28 per plate per year goes to
support maintenance of the
Memorial and services to families of
law enforcement members who
died in the line of duty. As the
Memorial reminds us, "Their Duty
Was To Serve. Our Duty Is To
Remember." ®
Written By Patrick & Susan Dunn
Susan: Treasurer
Patrick: Former Board Member
Behind the Badge Foundation Board of
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Did you know...
You do not have to be a Law
Enforcement Officer to purchase a
LEM License Plate?
(Nor will it get you out of speeding ticket! :-)

If you would like to learn more and
purchase one or two for your
vehicles click the picture below.

A life is not important except in
the impact it has on other lives.
-Jackie Robinson
Who has made an impact
on your life?

Washington State Law Enforcement Memorial Personalized Plates

Who Do You Drive For?
“I have LEM plates on my cars because I
wholeheartedly embrace and support
Behind the Badge Foundation, and I love
the Memorial that BtBF (formerly
WSLEMF) built in Olympia. I was honored
to read a group of the names inscribed on
the Memorial at its unveiling (in 2006).
I have vanity LEM plates because 50-W 12
is the panel (50-W) and line number where
my dad’s name (Robert W Varner Jr) is
inscribed on the National Law
Enforcement Officer’s Memorial wall in
Washington DC.”
-Cheryl Jordan
Secretary, Behind the Badge Foundation
Board of Directors
Surviving daughter of
Robert W Varner, Jr
EOW: 01/02/1989
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